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AT&T COMMUNICATIONS OF THE SOUTH CENTRAL STATES, INC.'S
COMMENTS CONCERNING CONDUCT OF TECHNICAL WORKSHOPS

Pursuant to the January 27, 1998, Report and Recommendation of Hearing
Officer in this proceeding, which was adopted by the TRA on February 3, 1998, AT&T
Communications of the South Central States, Inc. ("AT&T") hereby submits its
Comments concerning the conduct of the two workshops that the TRA has scheduled in
this proceeding. Specifically, the TRA has scheduled workshops on operations support
systems ("OSS") and on performance measures. As the TRA is aware, these two issues
are critical to an evaluation of BellSouth's Statement of Generally Available Terms
("SGAT") and BellSouth's compliance with the 14 point Competitive Checklist in
Section 271 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. Both of these issues will be
discussed at length in the testimony and at the hearings in this proceeding.

Because of the critical role that each of these issues will play in this proceeding,
AT&T believes that each of these workshops requires specific procedures to insure that
the TRA obtains information in a manner that will allow it to reach a decision on

BellSouth's request for approval of its SGAT and for the TRA to evaluate BellSouth's



compliance with the Competitive Checklist. Set forth below are AT&T's suggestions for

the procedures the TRA should adopt for the conduct of the workshops.

I THE OSS WORKSHOP

The OSS Workshop to be held on March 5-6, 1998 should be conducted as

follows:

No later than February 20, 1998, any interested party in this
proceeding may provide to the TRA and the other parties a list
identifying the deficiencies in the manner in which BellSouth intends
to provide access to its OSS to Competitive Local Exchange
Companies ("CLECs"). BellSouth shall provide its response to the
deficiencies by February 27, 1998.

At the workshop, BellSouth should be required to provide not only a
demonstration of those systems BellSouth intends to make available to
CLECs, but also of BellSouth’s internal OSS and the manner in which
BellSouth accesses its internal OSS. This will allow the TRA to
compare the means of access available to CLECs and those available
to BellSouth. Only by comparing the manner in which BellSouth
accesses its OSS with the manner in which it intends to allow CLECs
to access BellSouth's OSS can the TRA determine whether BellSouth's
proposed means of access to its OSS are non-discriminatory. The
demonstration of the manner in which BellSouth accesses its internal
OSS may take place either at the TRA or at BellSouth's facilities, but
must be a "live" demonstration, rather than a presentation. During this
demonstration, parties should be permitted to ask questions of the
BellSouth personnel involved in the demonstration.

All activities conducted as part of the OSS workshop should be
evidence. Witnesses should be sworn, and all discussion should be
transcribed.

. All parties should be allowed to attend the workshop and permitted to

ask questions. Lawyers, as well as non-lawyer technical experts,
should be permitted to ask questions of BellSouth and its
representatives.

During the demonstration, CLECs should be allowed to request a
particular service from BellSouth and furnish the informational inputs
to be entered into the OSSs. By conducting the Workshop in the



above manner, the TRA will be assured that the OSS workshop
provides information under circumstances as similar to those to be
faced by CLECs as possible.

f. At the conclusion of the demonstration, each CLEC should be
permitted thirty minutes to provide the TRA with a summary of the
deficiencies observed in the OSS. BellSouth should then be permitted
30 minutes to respond.

These procedures were recently used by the Alabama Public Service Commission
as part of its 271 proceeding, and AT&T believes that the process provided invaluable
information to the Alabama Public Service Commission to aid it in reaching its decision.
AT&T also believes that this process will allow the TRA to gather as much information
as possible in advance of the hearing in order to reach a decision on this issue.

IL THE PERFORMANCE MEASUREMENTS WORKSHOP

a. No later than March 9, 1998, any interested party shall provide to
the TRA and other parties the performance measures,
administrative procedures and operational considerations
appropriate for monitoring BellSouth's support of CLEC
operations. Parties shall also identify the perceived deficiencies in
BellSouth's proposal. BellSouth shall provide its response to the
deficiencies by Mach 16, 1998.

b. All activities conducted as part of the performance measures
workshop should be evidence. Witnesses should be sworn, and all
discussion should be transcribed.

c. All parties should be allowed to attend the workshop and permitted
to ask questions. Lawyers, as well as non-lawyer technical experts
should be permitted to ask questions of BellSouth and its
representatives.

b

d. At the workshop, each party shall be given one hour to provide a
summary of the information filed on March 9, 1998 and/or March
16, 1998. That summary shall discuss any claimed deficiencies in
BellSouth's proposed measures and the appropriateness of the
measures and associated procedures the party is proposing.



Following this, BellSouth shall have one hour to respond.
Questions shall be permitted during this part of the workshop.

e. Each party shall then have fifteen minutes to provide a closing

statement.

AT&T looks forward to participating in the workshops in this proceeding and

believes that its proposed procedures shall make these workshops a useful tool for the

TRA to obtain the factual information necessary to reaching a decision on these important

1ssues.

Dated: February 6, 1998

Respectfully submitted,

AT&T COMMUNICATIONS OF
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, James P. Lamoureux, hereby certify that on this 6th day of February, 1998, a true and

correct copy of the foregoing has been delivered via U. S. Mail, postage prepaid to the
following counsel of record:
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L. Vincent Williams, Esq.

Office of the Consumer Advocate
Cordell Hull Building, 2nd Floor
426 Fifth Avenue North
Nashville, Tennessee 37243-0500

Henry Walker, Esq.

Attorney for American Communications Services, Inc.
Boult, Cummings, Conners & Berry

P. O. Box 198062

Nashville, Tennessee 37219

Guy M. Hicks, Esq.

Attorney for BellSouth

333 Commerce Street, Suite 2101
Nashville, Tennessee 37201-3300

Jon Hastings, Esq.

Attorney for MCI

Boult Cummings, Conners & Berry
P. O. Box 198062

Nashville, Tennessee 37219

Martha McMillan, Esq.

Attorney for MCI

780 Johnson Ferry Road, Suite 700
Atlanta, Georgia 30342

Charles B. Welch, Jr., Esq.

Attorney for Time Warner, Inc.

Farris, Mathews, Gilman,, Branan & Hellen
511 Union Street, Suite 2400

Nashville, TN 37219

Dana Shaffer, Esq.

Attorney for NextLink

105 Molloy Street, Suite 300
Nashville, Tennessee 37201



Carolyn Tatum Roddy, Esq.
Attorney for Sprint

Sprint Communications Co., L.P.
3100 Cumberland Circle - N0O802
Atlanta, Georgia 30339

H. Ladon Baltimore, Esq.

Attorney for LCI International Telecom
Farrar & Bates, L.L.P.

211 Seventh Avenue North

Suite 320

Nashville, TN 37219-1823

Thomas E. Allen

Vice President-Strategic Planning & Regulatory Policy
InterMedia Communications

3625 Queen Palm Drive

Tampa, Florida 33619

Jonathan E. Canis, Esq.
Enrico C. Soriano

Kelley Drye & Warren, LLP
1200 19th Street, N.W.
Suite 500

Washington, D.C. 20036

D. Billye Sanders, Esq.

Waller, Lansden, Dortch & Davis PLLC
511 Union Street, Suite 2100

Nashville, Tennessee 37219-1760

Guilford Thornton, Esq.
Stokes & Bartholomew
424 Church Street
Nashville, TN 37219



